The use of a 'universal' yeast expression vector to produce an antigenic protein of Mycobacterium leprae.
This report describes the use of a recombinant yeast expression vector to synthesize and secrete the Mycobacterium leprae 18 kDa antigenic protein. The protein is secreted with a short hydrophilic 'flag' octapeptide fused to its amino-terminus. The fusion protein can be purified directly from yeast culture supernatant through an anti-flag antibody affinity column and the flag octapeptide removed using enterokinase. The method provides a simple and rapid means of obtaining recombinant 18 kDa antigen in quantities suitable for immunological studies.